A 72-year-old woman presented with subacute, non-progressive weakness ofher left hand 2 weeks after receiving an influenza vaccination. Her spouse had noticed that she was walking unsteadily, with a tendency to fall to the left side. She also drooled from the left angle of the mouth. She denied any headache, fever, neck pain, alteration in consciousness or seizures. She had no other medical illnesses. She worked as a hair stylist and had stopped smoking 27 years ago. She took no medications.
A 15-year-old boy presented with history of acute pain in the left side of the scrotum radiating to the lower abdomen. He had no history of trauma, urinary symptoms or vomiting. On examination he was apyrexial and the left side of the scrotum was red, swollen and tender. There was no tenderness on the right testis or epididymis. There was mild left iliac fossa tenderness with no rebound tenderness or guarding. His bowel sounds were normal.
Questions
1 What is the differential diagnosis? 2 How would you manage the patient?
